greatest exponent of the Golgi method, who led the classical histologists in providing the cellular basis for the rise of modern neuroscience. For this work, they jointly received the Nobel Prize in 1906.
In the late 19th century, the cellular basis of nervous function was still unknown, despite the concerted efforts of the greatest laboratories of Europe. Camillo Golgi, an Italian histologist and general pathologist working in isolation, experimenting in his own living quarters while carrying out his duties of being a physician at a hospital for the chronically ill, was able to devise a method that deposited silver chromate within an individual nerve cell, enabling it to be seen for the first time in its entirety. The first report on cells in the cerebellum came out in 1873, quickly followed by the olfactory bulb, hippocampus, and others, culminating in his collected papers in his "Opera Omnia" of 1885-6. The dendrites of neurons, their stereotyped forms, and the branching of axons became visible for the first time (see cover).
Santiago Ramón y Cajal, another histologist working far from the mainstream European laboratories, in Spain, stumbled upon Golgi's method and, beginning in 1888, poured out a series of studies on many different brain regions. Other European laboratories joined the hunt, and within a few years, the histological basis of nervous function was firmly established. All of this was summarized by Cajal in a monumental work entitled "Histologie du Système Nerveux l'Homme et des Vertébrés", one of the founding publications of modern neuroscience.
In interpreting his results, Golgi believed in the separateness of the cell bodies and dendrites but could not convince himself of the individuality of the finest axonal branches and considered that they formed a continuous network. He postulated that this network accounted for the unified action of nervous function. Cajal, on the other hand, by developing variants of the Golgi method, was able to discern that axons end in terminals. This became codified in the "neuron doctrine" of von Waldeyer-Harz, the idea that each nerve cell is a bounded entity. All of this implied that nerve cells interact through functional contacts with each other, contacts that came to be called synapses.
The individuality of the neuron that Cajal fought so hard for appeared to be confirmed by the first electron microscopic investigations in the 1950s, and the neuron as a genetic, anatomical, and functional entity, interacting with other neurons through synapses, has been the main conceptual basis of modern neuroscience. In the modern neuroscience perspective, Cajal won, and Golgi lost, an ageing Senator clinging to an obsolete view, whose work on the fundamental structure of the nerve cell, upon which Cajal was to build, was forgotten. However, modern studies also demonstrated electrical synapses providing for electrical continuity between cells through gap junctions. Recent workers have begun to note that this appears to support Golgi's concept of neurons interacting through networks, although Golgi's network was only between fine branches of axons. There has thus been increasing confusion about where things stand with regard to "neuronism vs. reticularism".
From a conceptual point of view, these issues, originating with Golgi and Cajal, are thus still with us. It has been natural, therefore, for the Cajal Club to promote discussion of these issues as they relate to modern research. The Cajal Club was established in 1947 to further the tradition of Ramón y Cajal in studies of the functional anatomy of the brain in general and, more recently, has focused on the cerebral cortex due to the Krieg Cortical Kudos, an awards program for scientists at different stages of their career. It is the oldest neuroscience organization in North America and has met annually since then, first at the annual meetings of the American Association of Anatomists and recently at the annual meetings of the Society for Neuroscience.
The 
